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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a storage 
exchange switch and a storage exchange method that a 
plurality of paths between nodes can simultaneously be 
used and occurrence of a loop in frames can be 
prevented. 

SOLUTION: When the one storage exchange switch is 
started, the switch receives information denoting a 
reachable terminal address and denoting a required relay 
number up to each terminal from the other switch 
connected to itself, and registers paths to a path 
management table by each terminal address on the basis 
of the received information. The switch increments the 
relay numbers by one in the case of the registration. In 
the case of transferring frames, the switch retrieves the 
path management table by using a destination address of 
a frame by a key, selects an idle port corresponding to 
the least relay numbers and transfers the frames 
through the selected port. Looping of the frames is not 
sunstrantially caused according to this method and the 
switch can simultaneously use a plurality of paths. 
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